Mr A. Frost
Director Planning and Environment
Chichester District Council
1 East Pallant
Chichester
PO19 1TY
21 August 2020
Dear Mr Frost,
Request
Letter of Support (or Letter of No Objection) for Chichester Harbour Conservancy
to become a Statutory Consultee on Planning Matters
Chichester Harbour Conservancy is a unique organisation in that it is the only Statutory
Harbour Authority responsible for an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB).
Straddling the boundary between Hampshire and West Sussex, the AONB was
designated for its national landscape importance in 1964. The Conservancy was
established by its own Act of Parliament in 1971.
At 29 square miles, Chichester Harbour is the largest natural estuary in South East
England (Appendix 1). It is no coincidence that it is also the busiest recreational sailing
and boating Harbour in the country.
Statutory Consultee Status
In planning terms, the Conservancy is currently a ‘Non-Statutory Consultee’. At its Board
Meeting of 27 January 2020, Members formally resolved to seek a change of status to
‘Statutory Consultee’. The main reasons for this were as follows:
•
•
•
•

•

The high level of development pressure in and around the AONB. This was
recognised in our 5-year Management Plan (2019-24) and the need to lobby for
Statutory Consultee status (Appendix 2).
Proposal 6 of the Glover Review, published in September 2019, recommended
that all AONBs should become Statutory Consultees (Appendix 3).
The Conservancy is a legal entity, established through the Chichester Harbour
Conservancy Act of 1971. This means that the foundations for becoming a
Statutory Consultee are already in place.
The AONB has a resident population of around 10,000 people, and the
Conservancy responds to 300 planning applications per year. A Principal Planning
Officer is employed to respond to these applications. The Conservancy operates
its own a Member-led Planning Committee to consider strategic applications.
There is presently no Statutory Consultee for landscape matters at Chichester
Harbour AONB. A change of status would address this anomaly.

I have already had several positive discussions with the Department for Environment,
Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) about Chichester Harbour Conservancy becoming a
Statutory Consultee. Defra have agreed to recommend the change to the Ministry for
Housing Communities & Local Government (MHC&LG) provided we can demonstrate
sufficient local support.
In addition to the enclosures already cited, please find correspondence from Natural
England, the Environment Agency, Historic England, Sussex Wildlife Trust, and Sussex
Ornithological Society, as Appendices to this letter.
Request
I am now writing to the four Local Planning Authorities to request letters of support
(or no objection) for the proposed change of status. These are: West Sussex
County Council; Hampshire County Council; Chichester District Council; and
Havant Borough Council.
As you are aware, the Conservancy directly works with many officers at Chichester
District Council. However, our single point of contact for the Management Plan is Tom
Day. I have copied him into this correspondence.
Should you have any comments or questions about this request, please do not hesitate to
contact me.
Yours sincerely,

R. Austin
Dr Richard Austin
AONB Manager
Chichester Harbour Conservancy
Cc: Cllr Adrian Moss, Cllr Graeme Barrett, Cllr Penny Plant, and Mr Tom Day,
Environmental Co-ordinator.

Q&A

1.

What are the functions of the Conservancy?

a.

The Conservancy has two functions, the conservancy, maintenance and
improvement of: a) the Harbour, for the use of pleasure craft and other such
vessels; and b) the amenity area, for the occupation of leisure and recreation and
the conservation of nature. These functions extend to cover the facilities (including
navigational facilities) in the Harbour and the regard for conserving the natural
beauty and amenity of the countryside.

2.

Is Natural England already the Statutory Consultee for landscape matters?

a.

When commenting on domestic and business applications within Chichester
Harbour across both Hampshire and West Sussex, Natural England (the Statutory
Consultee) are deferring comments on landscape matters to the Conservancy (the
non-Statutory Consultee). Natural England support the proposal that AONB
Partnerships should be Statutory Consultees in their own right.

3.

Why is a change of law required? What will that achieve that a Memorandum
of Understanding would not?

a.

The Glover Review did not recommend Memorandums of Understanding as a
solution. In practice, Memorandums tend to be effective for short-term
agreements. A change in the law would be a long-term and permanent measure.

4.

Why should the Conservancy become a Statutory Consultee?

a.

It will be the 50th anniversary of the Conservancy in 2021. It is an independent and
professional special purpose local authority and the principal guardian of AONB. It
is only right that the organisation should be a Statutory Consultee.

5.

Are there any risks to this change of status?

a.

None that are obvious. The Conservancy would not be taking powers away from
any of its partners. This is about recognising that the Conservancy has effectively
been considered by the Local Planning Authorities as a Statutory Consultee for
many years, and the legislation should change to reflect that close working
relationship.

6.

Will the Conservancy be a Statutory Consultee for applications outside of
the AONB?

a.

Unlikely. The Conservancy will still expect to be consulted on anything outside the
AONB that affects the character, setting and landscape of Chichester Harbour, but
it is anticipated that the Conservancy responses in these circumstances will not
carry the same weight as applications inside the AONB.
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